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CHICAGO surgeon relates an experi- 
ence of some years ago when he was 
asked to see a patient in a southern 
Illinois city who had been suffering for 

five weeks with a serious but baffling illness. 

The symptoms were those of a progressive 

intra-abdominal lesion associated with a con- 

tinued remittent fever. The only localizing 
symptoms were some enlargement of the area 
of liver dulness, failure of movement of the 
right diaphragm and some cloudiness of the 
lower portion of the right lung just above the 
diaphragm. It was suggested that the patient 
might have a subdiaphragmatic abscess, that 

a diagnostic puncture should be made, and fol- 

lowed by surgical drainage if pus were present. 

The surgeon in charge of the case was hesi- 
tant; he felt uncertain as to the diagnosis and 
as to what should be done. He asked if the 
consultant would remain and help carry out 
the procedure suggested. 

The consultant consented but his peace of 
mind was little increased as he heard the sur- 
geon call his colleagues on the telephone and 
say that the visitor had made a diagnosis of 
subdiaphragmatic abscess and would operate 
at nine in the morning. 

As he thought about the problem the visitor 
remembered that some five or six years before 
Nather and Ochsner had described in Sur- 
GERY, GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS a method 
of approach to collections of pus about the 
diaphragm that had appealed to him as practi- 
cal and surgically sound. The local surgeon 
was certain the paper in question could be 
found in his library. 

The library proved to consist of long open 
shelves filled from floor to ceiling with books 
and unbound medical periodicals. These were 
arranged without any semblance of order. 
Recent numbers of the Journal of the American 
Medical Association hobnobbed in friendly 
fashion with ten year old numbers of the An- 
nals of Surgery and the Archives of Internal 
Medicine. It was necessary actually to rear- 
range some eight or nine hundred periodicals, 


A NEW INDEX—VOLUMES 41 TO 80 


and then to arrange the individual numbers of 
SURGERY, GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS in 
order. By checking the indices in each June 
and December number the paper in question 
was finally found (1923, 37: 665-673) and 
proved exceedingly helpful. 

The operation was carried out on the follow- 
ing morning before a gallery of local medical 
men. The right twelfth rib was resected and 
a large caliber needle was inserted through 
the thickened periosteum and into the space 
underneath it. As thick grey pus was drawn 
into the syringe everyone, including the visit- 
ing surgeon, gave an audible sigh of relief. 

This somewhat intriguing incident carries a 
moral that the thoughtful reader has already 
anticipated. Medical periodicals are most use- 
ful if they are kept in bound volumes, arranged 
in order, and if an index is readily available. 
Every busy surgeon has had the experience 
while working at home late at night, or per- 
haps in the early hours of the morning, of try- 
ing to recall where that paper appeared which 
he would so much like to review in preparation 
for a difficult operation, or a clinic, or a presen- 
tation to the surgical society. .He does not 
have the Index Medicus at hand. It seems an 
expensive luxury and it is available in the 
library of the medical school or the hospital, 
but not at midnight. An index, not of all medi- 
cal literature, but of the periodicals to which 
he subscribes would be of very great help to 
him. 

It is such an index that SuRGERY, GYNE- 
COLOGY AND OBSTETRICS is preparing for its 
readers and planning to offer to its subscribers 
within the next few months—an index of vol- 
umes 41 to 80 to supplement the index of 
volumes 1 to 40 published in 1927. It is hardly 
necessary to point out its obvious advantages. 
It is only hoped that the many subscribers and 
readers of the journal will find the new index a 
help and convenience in their purposeful read- 
ing and study of the many important surgical 
subjects and problems considered during the 
twenty years represented by volumes 41 to 80. 
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